
St Mary Redcliffe: Workshop and Tour

Explore Bristol’s maritime history in an interactive 

workshop and meet the city’s explorers and merchants. 

In this workshop we introduce the wealthy 15th century shipowner 

and Lord Mayor of Bristol William Canynges MP and explorer John 

Cabot who sailed to North America in 1497 in The Matthew.  

We also consider the controversial merchant Edward Colston, who 

was both Deputy Governor of the Royal African Company, which 

traded in enslaved men, women and children but was also a 

generous benefactor within Bristol.  

Suitable for: Key Stage 2 and above. 

For more details phone: 0117 231 0060

Email: sarah.yates@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk 

Website: www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/education.html

Bristol Insight: Open Top Bus and Walking Tours

We take your group on a fully guided open 

top bus journey  – or walking tour – taking 

in the important sites in Bristol linked to

transatlantic slavery and its abolition. 

Our Tour Guides offer an informative and interactive

tour introducing the controversial and often 

contradictory parts of Bristol’s history. This includes 

the city’s links to the transatlantic slave trade and 

the significant men and women who were involved.  

This can be a fully independent tour or can be linked 

with pick-ups/drop-offs at other locations in this leaflet.  

Suitable for: Key Stage 2 and above. 

For more details phone: 0117 971 9279

Email: pete@bristolinsight.co.uk 

Website: www.bristolinsight.co.uk (and click the link for ‘Private Hire’ on the right hand side)
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Each of the learning opportunities in this leaflet can be booked 

separately, but can also be combined for a longer visit and more 

enriching learning experience. 

Please contact the venues, who will be happy to help you 

put together an itinerary for your school.



Bristol Ferry Boats: Abolition Afloat 

During a boat journey around historic sights, students 

will learn about transatlantic slavery and abolition 

through stories from a Bristol ship’s boy and 11-year old

Olaudah Equiano’s experience of kidnap and enslavement. 

We will also explore some legacies of this history and celebrate 

those who fought for abolition.  The trip includes interactive 

commentary, audio recordings and classroom resources.  

Suitable for: Key Stage 2 and above

For more details phone: 0117 927 3416 

Email: education@bristolferry.com 

Website: www.bristolferry.com/Educational

M Shed and The Georgian House Museum: Workshops

Investigate historic objects and documents exploring 

Bristol’s involvement with the transatlantic slave trade 

during a one hour facilitated workshop. A free self-guided 

M Shed gallery activity also challenges students to 

evaluate the legacy in the city.  

You can extend your visit with a city trail which includes 

The Georgian House Museum, the home of a wealthy sugar plantation owner, 

as well as several other important sites.  Loan boxes containing objects related 

to the slave trade are also available for use in secondary schools, 

with or without a guided session led by a museum educator.   

Suitable for: Key Stage 3 and above

For more details phone: 0117 922 3567 

Email: museumbookings@bristol.gov.uk 

Website: www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/learning 

Are you teaching about Bristol’s 
involvement in transatlantic slavery 
and its abolition?  
We can offer hands-on learning experiences at different locations around

the city, each with a unique story to tell about this challenging subject.

Whether you want to visit a single venue or multiple sites, we can help 

co-ordinate your visit to suit your timings, budget and learning focus.  

Start planning your learning journey with us...

The New Room (John Wesley’s Chapel): Tours and Workshops
The New Room is an 18th century chapel in the heart of Broadmead
with strong links to the campaign for the abolition of slavery. 
When the chapel’s founder, John Wesley, spoke out against the
transatlantic slave trade from the pulpit, Bristolian merchants sent
men to disrupt the service, causing the famous New Room Riot!

During a two-hour visit, groups can learn about John Wesley, visit our 
engaging hands-on museum and take part in a dramatic retelling of 

the riot. Activities explore Wesley’s motivation and his 
letter to William Wilberforce.

Suitable for: Key Stage 2 and above. 
For more details phone: 0117 926 4740
Email: education@newroombristol.org.uk
Website: www.newroombristol.org.uk

Bristol Cathedral: Tour and Workshop

This popular tour invites children to explore memorials 

and objects in the cathedral linked with transatlantic 

slavery and to consider its impact. 

The hands-on workshop focuses on the historical, local and 

ethical implications of Bristol’s involvement in the translatlantic 

slave trade and reflects on the issues of slavery today.   

Suitable for: Key Stage 2 and above. 

For more details phone: 0117 946 8175

Email: frances.taylor@bristol-cathedral.co.uk

Website: https://bristol-cathedral.co.uk/schools-families/

St George’s Bristol: Walking Tour

At the turn of the 19th century, the wealthy merchants of 

Bristol began to seek better living conditions beyond the city's

boundaries. Some established their Georgian residences at Great

George Street and Charlotte Street often directly or indirectly 

involved in the transatlantic slave trade.  

On our walking tour, we will look for the key merchant families who 
accumulated substantial wealth and consider why some of them 
might have been against the abolition of slavery. During adverse weather
conditions, we will be able to hold the session 
indoors in our heritage exhibition space.

Suitable for: Key Stage 3. For more details phone: 0117 929 4929

Email: education@stgeorgesbristol.co.uk

Website: www.stgeorgesbristol.co.uk/learnwithus
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